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The author of A Stone of Hope, called “one of the three or four most important books on the civil rights
movement” by The Atlantic Monthly, turns his attention to the years after Martin Luther King’s
assassination—and provides a sweeping history of the struggle to keep the civil rights movement alive and to
realize King’s vision of an equal society.
 
In this arresting and groundbreaking account, David L. Chappell reveals that, far from coming to an abrupt
end with King’s murder, the civil rights movement entered a new phase. It both grew and splintered. These
were years when decisive, historic victories were no longer within reach—the movement’s achievements
were instead hard-won, and their meanings unsettled. From the fight to pass the Fair Housing Act in 1968, to
debates over unity and leadership at the National Black Political Conventions, to the campaign for full-
employment legislation, to the surprising enactment of the Martin Luther King holiday, to Jesse Jackson’s
quixotic presidential campaigns, veterans of the movement struggled to rally around common goals.
 
Waking from the Dream documents this struggle, including moments when the movement seemed on the
verge of dissolution, and the monumental efforts of its members to persevere. For this watershed study of a
much-neglected period, Chappell spent ten years sifting through a voluminous public record: congressional
hearings and government documents; the archives of pro– and anti–civil rights activists, oral and written
remembrances of King’s successors and rivals, documentary film footage, and long-forgotten coverage of
events from African American newspapers and journals.
 
The result is a story rich with period detail, as Chappell chronicles the difficulties the movement encountered
while working to build coalitions, pass legislation, and mobilize citizens in the absence of King’s galvanizing
leadership. Could the civil rights coalition stay together as its focus shifted from public protests to
congressional politics? Did the movement need a single, charismatic leader to succeed King, and who would
that be? As the movement’s leaders pushed forward, they continually looked back, struggling to define
King’s legacy and harness his symbolic power.
 
Waking from the Dream is a revealing and resonant look at civil rights after King as well as King’s place in
American memory. It illuminates a time, explores a cause, and explains how a movement labored to
overcome the loss of its leader.

Advance praise for Waking from the Dream
 
“A vitally needed appraisal of how the civil rights movement re-created itself in surprisingly effective ways
after Dr. King’s death . . . No one is better qualified than David Chappell to examine these largely
unexplored developments and to make sense of the ironies, tragedies, and triumphs. This is a brilliant,
absorbing work that compels us to rethink our conceptions and judgments about the civil rights
movement.”—Stewart Burns, author of We Will Stand Here Till We Die
 
“Waking from the Dream skillfully traces Martin Luther King, Jr.’s legacy during the two decades following



his assassination. The previously untold story of continuing struggle and posthumous inspiration that
dominates this compelling and groundbreaking book will forever change the way civil rights historians view
this era.”—Raymond Arsenault, author of Freedom Riders
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From reader reviews:

John Kuykendall:

The book Waking from the Dream: The Struggle for Civil Rights in the Shadow of Martin Luther King, Jr.
make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can for
being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can
make studying a book Waking from the Dream: The Struggle for Civil Rights in the Shadow of Martin
Luther King, Jr. being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know everything if you like
open and read a book Waking from the Dream: The Struggle for Civil Rights in the Shadow of Martin Luther
King, Jr.. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals.
So , how do you think about this guide?

David Carson:

Here thing why that Waking from the Dream: The Struggle for Civil Rights in the Shadow of Martin Luther
King, Jr. are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends
in the content from it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Waking from the Dream: The Struggle
for Civil Rights in the Shadow of Martin Luther King, Jr. giving you information deeper since different
ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar with Waking from the Dream: The
Struggle for Civil Rights in the Shadow of Martin Luther King, Jr.. It gives you thrill reading journey, its
open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is probably can be happened
around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your technique home by train.
Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Waking from the
Dream: The Struggle for Civil Rights in the Shadow of Martin Luther King, Jr. in e-book can be your
alternative.

Deborah Ayers:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill
your free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled Waking from the Dream: The Struggle for Civil Rights
in the Shadow of Martin Luther King, Jr. can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Donald Bonilla:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This Waking from the Dream: The Struggle for Civil Rights in the



Shadow of Martin Luther King, Jr. can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one
book you have matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend
doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have
Waking from the Dream: The Struggle for Civil Rights in the Shadow of Martin Luther King, Jr..
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