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What did the Romans know about their world? Quite a lot, as Daryn Lehoux makes clear in this fascinating
and much-needed contribution to the history and philosophy of ancient science. Lehoux contends that even
though many of the Romans’ views about the natural world have no place in modern science—the umbrella-
footed monsters and dog-headed people that roamed the earth and the stars that foretold human
destinies—their claims turn out not to be so radically different from our own.

 

Lehoux draws upon a wide range of sources from what is unquestionably the most prolific period of ancient
science, from the first century BC to the second century AD. He begins with Cicero’s theologico-
philosophical trilogy On the Nature of the Gods, On Divination, and On Fate, illustrating how Cicero’s
engagement with nature is closely related to his concerns in politics, religion, and law. Lehoux then guides
readers through highly technical works by Galen and Ptolemy, as well as the more philosophically oriented
physics and cosmologies of Lucretius, Plutarch, and Seneca, all the while exploring the complex
interrelationships between the objects of scientific inquiry and the norms, processes, and structures of that
inquiry. This includes not only the tools and methods the Romans used to investigate nature, but also the
Romans’ cultural, intellectual, political, and religious perspectives. Lehoux concludes by sketching a
methodology that uses the historical material he has carefully explained to directly engage the philosophical
questions of incommensurability, realism, and relativism.

 

By situating Roman arguments about the natural world in their larger philosophical, political, and rhetorical
contexts, What Did the Romans Know? demonstrates that the Romans had sophisticated and novel
approaches to nature, approaches that were empirically rigorous, philosophically rich, and epistemologically
complex.     
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Blow:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will want this What Did the Romans Know?: An Inquiry into Science and Worldmaking.

Paul Hill:

The event that you get from What Did the Romans Know?: An Inquiry into Science and Worldmaking is the
more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but What Did the Romans Know?: An Inquiry into
Science and Worldmaking giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in
selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is
well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this
particular What Did the Romans Know?: An Inquiry into Science and Worldmaking instantly.

Ian Coghlan:

The e-book untitled What Did the Romans Know?: An Inquiry into Science and Worldmaking is the guide
that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was
did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of What Did the Romans Know?: An Inquiry into Science and
Worldmaking from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Lillian Albrecht:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the e-book untitled What Did the Romans Know?: An Inquiry into Science and Worldmaking
can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.
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